
 Mrs. Gillingham’s 3rd grade class 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019 

WONDERS READING 
We start Unit 2: Figure It Out last week. Our 
first story was a folktale and students worked 
on predicting skills using text and picture 
clues. We also practiced rereading as a 
strategy to help us understand the theme of 
cooperation and working together to solve 
problems.


This week we are reading historical fiction 
stories that explore why people immigrate and 
the theme of hard work and dreams. Skills we 
will practice are making predictions using text 
clues and rereading for text evidence. Next 
week we’ll read expository (nonfiction) texts 
about government and voting.


WRITING 
After reading about famous US landmarks and 
monuments, third graders chose a landmark or 
monument to write a report. First, students 
read expository texts to research information 
about their topic and collected details on a 
graphic organizer. Then, I showed students 
how to use their organizer to write a draft of 
their report. After that, students focused on 
revising for their ideas to have a strong 
beginning, middle and end. Next, I’ll show 
them how to edit for spelling, capitals and 
punctuation. After that, students will write 
their final report and draw a picture of their 
topic to publish.


SPELLING & PHONICS 
Long vowel words is our phonics and spelling 
focus. We started with the final e rule. So far 
this year, we focused on long A words, long O 
words, long I words, and long U words. Each 
long vowel has unique patterns and vowels 
that “team” together to make the long vowel 
sound. This week we focus on long E words to 
complete our study of long vowels.


MATH 
Students are working on using multiplication in 
types of surveys and graphs this week as we 
finish Unit 2 Introduction to Multiplication. The 
Unit 2 test is on Friday.


In November’s Number Corner students are 
learning about area and using multiplication to 
figure out the area of arrays. We are also 
exploring fractions with a Unit Fraction Race.


SCIENCE OF PLANTS 
3rd graders have been measuring and 
graphing the growth of their plants. Many 
plants have flowered and we have simulated 
bee pollination with pipe cleaners. Pollination 
needs to happen in order for our plants to 
make new seeds.


UPCOMING DATES 

11/13 FULL DAY Wednesday

11/15  Picture retakes


NEWS from the Nest

It was a pleasure to meet with all of you during conference week. I look forward to working together with you to 
help your child reach their goals and continue to grow as learners and young people.


